NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
CROSSVILLE, TN
PERMIT #171

To this request she and Ruth went to her language teacher and said, “we cannot
do this because we are Christians.” The teacher replied, last year there were six
nursing sisters (Catholic) here and they did not object. Soniya said, “we cannot
do that.” The teacher said, “you must,” but Soniya said, “we wish to speak to
the head of the department.” They did, and the department head said, “you
must;” but Soniya said, “we cannot.” The lady then said, but “you must.” Soniya
replied, “we want to speak to “Swami himself.” The answer was, “oh no, you
may not do that,” but, she said you do not have to bring the rice or bow to him.
Only listen to his speech.” Soniya, said, “no we cannot do that.”
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After completing her studies at the college Soniya spent five years teaching the
deaf students (6th through the 12th) in a local school in her home town, Dindigul.
Then in the sixth year she was asked to do a survey of all the deaf students in
the school district, but she was not pleased with this kind of work, so when she
received an opportunity to study for her PhD, she first went to Mumbai, which
is a city on the west coast of India with over 2O million people. While there she
was asked to move to New Delhi, to work on a project to produce a dictionary
for the deaf in all India. She is the only Christian in a group of five who are working to produce such a dictionary.

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

*To understand the significance of the yellow rice, it is coloured rice used in Puja
(worship) and will not germinate, therefore it symbolizes the life of the presenter. “By
doing this puja one should thrive to put all the efforts in this life in such a way that it
becomes one’s last life and after the end of this life one will be liberated and will not be
reborn again. (See Yahoo: Akshat (Rice) Puja: What is the purpose of rice in puja in Hinduism?).

From Delhi she recently wrote, “during my working years I did not stop my studies, after joining the job in Dindigul I continued my studies and until now in the
grace of God I have completed 3 masters degrees, 1) In computer science, 2) In
English, 3) In education and I am also pursuing a fourth one in linguistic. By
God’s grace I expect to complete my doctorate in special education in December 2018.” Soniya turned 30 on August 15, this year.
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A GIRL LIKE THE 3 HEBREW BOYS IN BABYLON

Soniya later wrote; “in Ramakrishna College, which was run by swamis: During
my studies I (we) had to undergo a difficult situation in that university.” She described the situation named above and told of the results, “But on seeing my
zeal for God their attitude changed and the swami himself supported me
throughout my studies and he appreciated me before all the students for my
faith and hard work. After sign language course I studied a teacher training
course in the same university.”

Once in New Delhi, she, with the help of a member of the local church, was able
to secure good and safe accommodations. She worships each Lord’s day with
the congregation where brother Sunny David, who is known by many in the
U.S., with his brother, Francis, serve as elders. The David family has taken her in
like she is one of their family. Soniya’s story is much longer than can be told
here, but she gives God all the credit for where she is today.
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This is Soniya Samson. She is
the daughter of J. W. Samson and his wife Sharmila.
They live in the city of Dindigul, Tamil Nadu; they have
two children; the other is a
son, Santhosh. He is married to M. Christie. Soniya
was born on August 15,
1987; completed her high
school studies in Dindigul,
then in 2006 she enrolled in
the Angie Green Bible Institute for women near Coimbatore, TN. During the time
there, besides the Bible
school classes, she worked
off two years toward a bachelor’s degree by correspondence. Soniya later wrote
about her two years in the
AG Bible School, “I went to
Bible College for two years
which was the greatest
foundation for my Christian
life and which has led me to
the position” which I now hold (see the last paragraph of this report).
After leaving the Bible School Soniya completed her bachelor’s degree; then
she and another AG girl, Ruth Jayapal, enrolled in Ramakrishna College where
they began the study of sign Language for the deaf. The first summer there
tested their mettle for the college had been endowed by a Hindu family and
its president was known as “Swami,” and was to be addressed as Swami-ji
(like “Lord Sir,” in English) by faculty and students. The test of their faith
came on the date of India’s celebration of independence; August 15. Instead
of the college having a traditional Independence Day rally, they scheduled a
day when “Swami-ji” would give a speech. Not only so, but each student was
expected to present a handful of yellow rice* to him and bow.
(See back page)

brothers and sisters like you we have purchased computers designed for
the blind; and sewing machines have been provided on which the deaf
can practice, with the hope of getting a job in a spinning mill. The staff is
so proficient in the training work that fifteen of the graduates are now
employed in the secular school systems around the state.

KARBI GRADUATE MARRIES ENGLISH MEDIUM GRADUATE
In this picture you
see the wedding of
Anderson, who is a
graduate of the
English medium
school in Mirza,
Assam and his
bride Asha, who is
a graduate of the
Karbi Bible School
in the district of
Karbi Anglong,
Assam. It is an
extra special joy of
training these
young Christians
and see them form
Christian homes.

SCHOOL AND HOME
FOR THE BLIND AND DEAF
PUDUKOTAI, TAMIL NADU, S. INDIA
This school for the deaf and blind, as noted before, was begun by our
late brother K. Shanmugam in 1993, after he graduated from the
preacher training school at Dindigul, Tamil Nadu. For many years he had
been seeking to get the school registered by the government, but as
previously reported his widow, Elizabeth, was able to accomplish that
project in July 2016. The picture above was the occasion of some state
officials visiting for the first time on December 3rd with the aim of observing the care and aptitude of the students.
To demonstrate the students’ proficiency,
the staff arranged various contests where
they could compete in developmental skills;
especially in language skills with braille and
in singing. In the picture just here, you see
an older brother, K.A. Krishnan, awarding a
student his own aluminum basin after he
had won in His group.
There are 52 students in all, 48 are blind;
of which 25 are boys and 23 are girls.
There are 4 girls that are deaf. The students vary much in their ages, thus not
only does the staff teach them Bible, but
they also teach them their secular studies
at whatever level they come to the school.
Therefore, thanks to your help and other

NAGALAND BIBLE STUDENTS CLEAN THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD
Some months back we included a picture of the students from the Nagaland
Bible Institute in Dimapur passing out
the booklet, The Lion of the Tribe of
Judah and His Kingdom, in different
locations about the city. In this picture
you see them cleaning up trash off the
streets. This work was organized by
Sing Terang, an evangelist and principal of the school. If one has seen the
debris that is dropped on the streets,
which are rarely cleaned, they will recognize this as a unique practice. It
gives a very practical lesson to the
towns people on the zeal of Christians,
not only for godliness, but for cleanliness also.

RETURNING TO INDIA
On Monday January 1, 2018, I will fly from Knoxville via Newark, N.J. to
New Delhi. This trip is necessary as there will be graduations of brothers,
who have been training over the last three years in three states of India:
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana; all are in the south of the
country and near the east coast. These men spent three evenings each

week for three hours in their studies and they memorized three verses for
each class meetings over three years. As I have written before we have
such schools currently going on in seven states; and God willing five new
schools like them will open in two other states beginning in January. They
are not only effective, but they are economical also, because it takes only
$25.00 a month to support a brother.
I might mention again, that the praise and honor for these schools goes to
the Holy Spirit’s command in TWO TIMOTHY TWO TWO by the beloved
brother Paul. Not only should I say this, but week in and week out these
training schools are being taught by sound God fearing native gospel
preachers. Your help of just $100.00 a month trains four brothers in such
schools. I might mention that in some of these schools we have sisters in
Christ who are training to be good Christian wives and mothers and to
teach women and children. Not only do we need support for such schools
in 2018, but we are still searching for help to buy goats for widows. As I
said before a female milk goat cost $82.00 and we need to buy about 600.

NEW ORPHAN’S HOME IN NORTHEAST INDIA
Last month I wrote about the six and one-half acres of land we bought for
just under $2,000.00 an acre for an orphan’s home in Karbi Anglong in
Assam, in Northeast of India. Two years ago, in a very poor rural mountain village in the Karbi district brother Joysingh was asked if we could
provide help for about 60 children that were without parents and were
simply existing by going from house to house for food. It took us until
this past summer to find suitable land that we could afford. Joysingh and
the students in the Karbi Bible School have now fenced it and we hope
within the next six months to get twelve small houses built of the property. As I noted last month for about $3,832.00, we can build a cottage of
about 210 sq. ft.
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I turned 82 on the 4 of November and it was fifty-one years ago this
coming April that Laura and I left the Ault Road church in Knoxville and
began our work in Asia; first Pakistan and now India. At the time, being
31, I was so fired up about world evangelism by such men as Otis Gatewood and Ira Rice and appreciative of the urgency of reaching the billions
with the gospel that I thought for sure there would be hundreds among us
who would go. I say this in order to speak of the urgency of laborers for
the field that are white unto harvest. This compels me to say that we love
all of you who have so freely supported us through these many years.

In Christian love,
Jim Waldron

