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YEAR END GREETINGS FROM INDIA

K. SARA SWATHI, Age 40

TO BE REMOVED FROM THE MAILING LIST
PLEASE RESPOND TO
P.O. BOX 1010, CROSSVILLE, TN 38557

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

CLOSING THE OLD YEAR AND OPENING UP THE NEW WITH
AN INTENSIVE CAMPAIGN FOR OUR LORD AND MASTER
As you may recall last year about this time Tamil and Telugu brothers
conducted a seven day bicycle campaign (December 26—January 2,
2015), and were able to win 2,141 at that time. A similar drive this
year will be conducted for ten days, December 26, 2015 — January 4,
2016. By the time you receive this NL it will have ended, but your
prayers are urgently needed for all aspects of this work of faith and
labor of love as we enter the New Year. By the grace of God 2015
has been the most rewarding year in this work (yours and ours) since
Laura and I took our family to Pakistan in 1967. If God wills, and by
His grace, we may in 2016, do “exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20).
With love and greetings to all for this New Year.
Jim E. Waldron

Waldron Newsletter
Crossville Church of Christ
Jim E. Waldron, Editor
P.O. Box 1010
Crossville, TN 38557

It is often the case in this culture that girls do not get to complete their high school studies as they are growing up, thus
along with the regular class work in Bible our girls are encouraged to study to prepare for their GED while in the school. In
this picture you see fifteen of the 28 girls who are on their way
to register for the exam. The young men in the school, also
prepare in the same way to get their GED.

Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, S. India
December 30, 2015
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Just a note before the year ends to let you know of the wonderful work in which you all have participated during 2015.
Four major projects have demanded most of our attention
during the past twelve months,
1. The biggest project by far has been the effort to obey 2
Timothy 2:2; that is training faithful disciples to teach others.
At this time, by the grace of God and through your generosity
and that of other saints, we have eighty evening Bible schools
that serve 619 brothers in Christ. The churches that conduct
these Bible schools are located in three states in the south of
India and on its eastern seaboard.
They are Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Tamil Nadu. Classes
meet three nights a week for three hours and do so for three
years. The brothers who enroll must be responsible for their
own support. The cost to us to supplement their income, for
an evening meal of beans and rice and bus transport is $25.00
a month.
The elders or the treasurer and secretary of each congregation, which wants help for such a school, must sign a paper
affirming that the school is their work and not mine. The requirement for brethren to have their own support and for the
church to affirm that the school is theirs and not mine is to
wean the local churches off American dependence. The teachers are local preachers whom we or other sound brothers
have trained. The $25.00 lets us help the teachers as well as
the students.
Our annual financial report will come out the first week of
February. With the 619 in the evening schools and the 225
noted below, whom we have in fulltime schools, the total
number of students is 844. That means training Christians in
the Word is our biggest expense by far and takes about
$41,000.00 a month; this is the case even though the average
cost per student is only about $48.00 per month.

2. The second major thrust to carry out the great commission
for the kingdom in this nation of 1.3 billion is daytime Bible
schools. We thank God that we have seven of these in three
states in the south, mentioned above, and two states in the
northeast of the country: Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. In
these day-time schools we have 120 brothers studying and
105 sisters; for a total of 225. I had previously reported this
number incorrectly as 186. The 225 includes 41 in the school
for the blind and deaf. That number breaks down as 31 blind,
10 deaf. Day-time, full-time students cost about six times per
person more than those in evening schools.
3. The third objective has been helping widows, abandoned
sisters and their dependent children. This year, 2015, has
proven to be the year of the greatest demand for this service,
which we have labeled “Operation Compassion.” The great
increase has come about due to the greater number who
have obeyed the gospel in the last three or four years. As
more individuals have been baptized, more widows, who are
so despised in this culture, have responded; this is the case
even though we expect them to wait two years before we
help them and during that time be faithful in the local church.
This waiting period is to forestall these ladies coming for material gain and to prevent the government from charging us
with enticing them.
The number of widows who requested help this year was
373, of whom 221 wanted cows for milking or buffalos – at
$480.00 each, 118 wanted goats (at five per sister – 590
goats in all) at $60.00 each and another 34 ladies, mostly
these live in towns or cities, wanted funds to open a “petty”
shop. Altogether just over $157,000 was spent for livestock
and the small shops. Without the help of so many of you in
the States, this would be an impossible task. To God be the
glory; great things He is doing!
4. We have been able to put up two buildings that were
greatly needed as classrooms, a kitchen and staff quarters on
the grounds here at Coimbatore where the two schools for
the young men and women are located. The blessedness of
building of block and mortar here is that the cost is about
$27.50 a square foot, which is probably about $100.00 less
per square foot than what might be paid in the States in your
area.

Tailoring class in session

This building, which is currently under construction is 35’ long
and 20’ wide with 700 square feet on each floor. The ground
floor will be for brother Subramani and his wife, Backiaselvi
and their two children; a girl, Sophia, 11, and Simon, 9. He is
our full time property maintenance man and construction supervisor. They have been living off campus for 13 years in
rented quarters. The upper floor is for a tailoring room where
the young women in the school learn the art of being seamstresses. The young people spend twenty hours per week in
Bible classes and study tailoring in the afternoons. Backiaselvi
teaches Bible and the women’s tailoring class.
The Subramani Family

