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LESSON TITLES
GOD

INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE
Chart: Three Dispensations

OLD & NEW TESTAMENT
JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH

AUTHORITY IN RELIGION
Chart: Where Are The Dead

THE KINGDOM - PART I
Chart: The Kingdom of Heaven

THE KINGDOM - PART I
Tract: The Model Prayer

LOCAL CHURCHES OF CHRIST &

CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP

THE REALITY OF SIN & THE PLAN

OF SALVATION

THE APOSTASY & THE HOLY SPIRIT

Charts: Gift of The Holy Spirit
Church History

Tract: Gift of The Holy Spirit

“Be diligent to present yourself ap-
proved to God, a worker who does
not need to be ashamed, rightly di-

viding the word of truth.”
II'Tim. 2:15
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GREETINGS!

The little paper you hold in your hand is the first in
a series of ten lessons on fundamentals of the faith
Jound in the word of God. The lessons are simply a se-
ries of questions on the Bible with little comment. They
are designed in this way in order that you might learn
Jor yourself the basic message of God concerning His
Son, Jesus of Nazareth, and His kingdom. There are
also five charts with explanations in the series and les-
sons on the Holy Spirit and the Model Prayer.

I do hope that you will enjoy the study. The lessons
are copyrighted to keep them from being changed but
Yyou may, if you desire, make copies. It is our desire that
they be used by any and everyone at the least cost possi-
ble. JW

INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference
before writing the answers. After you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just finished. Upon completion of
the course you will be awarded a certificate.

.~ LESSON :

Ve oD

1. Is the existence of the Empire State building proof that there
was a buildes?

2. Hebrews 3:4 - According to this scripture every house is
built by ; but he who built all things is .

3. Romans 1:19-20 - God's invisible attributes, such as His
etenal powe, “are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are N

4. Isthe existence of a sound recorder, or a camera evidence of a

5. Who designs and builds recorders and cameras?

6. Proverbs 20:12 - Who designed the hearing ear and the see-
ing eye?

7. The World Book Dictionary, page 2021, says of spontaneous
generation: “The supposed production of living organisms
from nonliving matter, abiogenesis', autogenesis; (Le) worms
from mud, maggots from decaying meat" Yet, Louis Pas-
teur, (1822-1895) French chemist and bacteriologist, de-
sn*oyedﬂleﬂmyofspomaneousge:ﬂaﬁonpmvingﬂlatﬁv-

8. Can life, consciousness, intelligence, and morality be created
by dead matter such as rocks and dirt?

9. Indicate the numerical value of the creative power of dead
matter.

BCC1

10.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Is time a creator or a worker of miracles?

- Evolutionists or Darwinists estimate the age of the earth as

4.5 billion years, but 4,500,000,000 x 0 =

Man is a living, conscious, thinking and moral being, there-
fore the adequate cause for man's existence, that is, his de-
sigxﬁandmakerhadtobe:(wxiaﬁneﬂzeoomm)
(I)Thedmnb,biinddmmofevolutionmyibzwa@xgon
rodcsanddinor(z)Animdligembtﬂde'andd&dgner
greater than man.

Genesis 1:26-27 - According to this scripture who created
man?

Genesls 2:7 - Who gave man life?

Acts 17:24-29 - What is man to God?

Psalm 19:1-3 - What declares God's glory in all languages?

Psalm 14:1 - According to this scripture what is a man
who says there is no God?

'Abiogenesis means the supposed transformation of inanimate
(dead) matter into living matter. It is a synonym of autogenesis
(World Book Dictionary, pp. 4 & 137).
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INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference

before writing the answers. After you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed.

If the Bible is truly from God, we could

/ } INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE
LESSON /

A> 4 e:q:ectxttogweevxdmoeofﬂs&mmuam-

18.

19,

Job 26:7 - With the invention of the telescope (1608)
man confirmed the absence of stars over an area above
the northem hemisphere, but Job was inspired to say
more than 3,000 years ago, God, "stretched out the north
over N

Job 26:7 - In recent times, man has formalized the law of
gravity (Sir Isaac Newton, 1642- 1727) and has proven
the earth is suspended in space, but Job was inspired to
say more than 3,000 years ago, he "hangs the earth on

2L

24.

27.

Proverbs 8:27 - In the time of Christopher Colunbus
(1451-1506) men wese still debating about the curvature
of the earth, but about 950 B.C. Solomon wrote, God
"set a circle upon the face of the

"

Isaish 40:22 - n 700 BC. IsasahmnteGod sits upon
the arde of the .

Acts 17:24-26 - Race prejudice has sought to label blood
plasma, yet in very recent times medical sdience has
shown that all races of men are basically one and have the
same blood types; but God said 1900 years ago that He
made all nations or races of men from .

Isainh 13:19-22 is an eample of great historical proph-
ecy. It tells of the ancient city of Babylon which reached
its peak under its great king Nebuchadnezzar (605-562
B.C) E was surounded by massive double walls. It
contained the famous hanging gardens and a temple
building over three hundred foet high. Issiah prophesied
of its utter desolation 150 years before it reached its peak
of beauty and then said "It will never be
", which is true until this hour.

BIBLE PREVIEW

Genesis 1:1-5 - In the beginning God the
heavens and the earth.

John 4:24 - God is

Genesis 1:26-27 - Although man dwells in flesh heis a
spiit creature for God ‘“"created man in His

Genesis 2:24 - God‘smnversallawofmnagsa)@ the
two "shall become

BCC2

30.

3L

32

33.

35.

36.

37.

Matthew 19:3-9 - In Jesus' law of marriage, which is for
all descendants of Adam and Eve (believers and umbeliey-
ers), He only allows divorce because of

Genesis 3:15 - The prophet foretold, the seed of
was to bruise Satan's head.

Galatians 4:4-5 - Cenfuries later who was bom of
woman to redeem man?

Genesis 22:15-18 - - Through whose seed did God prom-
ise to bless all nations?

Galatians 3:16 - Who is that seed of Abraham who
came to bless all nations?

Isaiah 7:14 - How was He to be bom?
Matthew 1:18-23 - Who was virgin bom?

John 1:1-3 - Who was in the beginning with God?

John 1:14 - The Word became and dwelt

among us as the only begotten of the Father.

John 3:16 - We know what motivated God to send Je-
sus to this world for it is written, "God so the
world that he gave His only begotten Son.




that syster until the dispensation of Chinist when all humanity was
brought under the law of Jesus (Isaish 2:3; Matthew 28:18; Luke
24:47; Ephesians 1:18-21; Revelation 1:5; Romans 321-22; Acts
17:30-31).

The law of Moses, which was codified i stone & Sinai, was for
Isradl Moses plamly told them the law given at Sinai had not been
given to their fathers (the Patmiarchs - Deuferanomy 5:2-6). For
example, the foerath commandiment was a law making the Sabbath
a special sign between Israel and God (Exodus 31:13-16). E was
not given to others.

Thas, the law of Moses became a partition wall between Israel and
the Gentiles (other nations) from Smai (1446 B.C) wntll i was
abolished as law at the aross (Ephesians 2:14-16). The Old Testa-
ment, which tells of the Age of the Patnarchs for Gentiles and the
Age of Moses for the Jews, is a divine history book today for those
things "were written for our leaming” (Romans 15:4).

Now there is but ane law of God for all humanity: the New Testa-
ment of Jesus (Mark 1615, Luke 24:47). This "law of
Christ" (Galatians 6:1), or "perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25),
gives God's will for the Age of Chinst's reign (Matthew 7:21; John
12:48), including moral laws previcusly found in the Age of the
Patriarchs and the Age of Moses (See I Timathy 1:.9-11). Today,
we keep those moral precepts, not because of Moses' law (the ten
commandmexits), but because they are in Christ's New Covenant.
Christians, therefare, have two great books made up of many little
books. The Old Testament as a sacred history of God's dealings
with mankind until the cross of Jesus, and "the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus™ (Ramans 8:2), the New Testament.

It is in the New Testament that we read of Jesus, the Chist, fuslfill-
g the Old Testament prophecies, thereby proving He was the
Messiah; and foumding His kingdom on Pertecost with about 3000
convexts on the first day (Acts 2:3641). The soeking of Jesus
Christ as Savior and His kingdam nust be the first priority in e
(Matthew 6:33).
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INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference
before writing the answers. After you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed.

: (/ OLD - NEW TESTAMENT
3&Exodm 20:1-17 (1446 BC.) - Who personally spoke the law at  Sinai?

LESSON

39. Galatians 3:16-17 - How many years afier the promise (conceming Abra-
ham's sced) was the law given?

40. Genesis 26:5 - How do we know God had laws for mankind before He
gae the law at Sinai?

41. Galatians 3:19 - Why was the law of commandments engraved on stones
given to Israel at Sinai?

42. Jeremigh 31:31-32 - Eight umdred and fifly years afier the law was
given, what did God say?

43, Matthew 5:17-18 - Christ’'s work here on earth was not to destroy the law
et to i

44Jdm19:30 Not witil the time of His death did Jess say
f hn 174)

45. Hebrews 9:14-15 - Who is the mediator of the New Coverant or New
Testament?

46. Hebrews 9:16-17 - When docs a testament oome o foroe?

47. Galatins 3:23-28 - The law was 8 to teing Israd © the
poire. of Biith in Christ; bt afier Christ had come the apostic Paul
declared, “afler fGith has come we ae no longer under

" thet is, no longer vinder the Cld Law,

48. Ephesians 2:14-16 - What did Chirist abolish to make Jew and Gentile
oe?

40. Colossians 2:14-16 - When did Christ abolish the law of the command-
merds?

50. Hebrews 7:12 Mmﬁcmxm&ﬁnonTmmwasdm
of necessity there was "a change of the .

51. If Corinthians 3:7 - The law engraved on sones was called a  neinistry of
because its design was to condemn (€ Dewt. 27:26;

Gal 3:10).

52 James 1:25 - Whik the Old Testamentt is the Christian's divine book of
history, the New Testament is called the

BCC3

THREE DISPENSATIONS

There are three distinct periods of time portrayed in the word of God ac-
cording to God's dealings with man (ses chart n Lesson Two). They are
the Age of the Patriarchs, (ancerd fathers - see Ads 7.9); the Age of
Moses' Law; and the Age of Jesus' Reign, often refirred to as the Chiris-
tan Age. This latter age being called in the scoplures "last
days" (Hebrews 1:1-2) or "last times" ( Peter 1:20). During those three
ages it has been God who has provided or given laws or rukes of conduct
for man. There is no such thing as a law of the heart, that is, no nbred or
inherent law in man, nor has there ever been.  Jeremiah made that dear
when he wrote "0 Lord I know that the way of man is not in himself, # is
not in man who walks to direct his own steps” (Jeremizh 1023). Manis
a leaming being. He maist be taught to know a thing (see Isaish 289,
Jesemizh 31:31-34, Jdn 6:44-45, Romans 10:17). Man has always
leamed from the speech or message of those things around him, such as
the heavens, for there is no language where thear voice is not heard
(Psalms 19:1-3, ¢f. Romans 1:19-20), and he leamed in various and sun-
dry ways as God spoke in time past to the ancient fathers (Hebrews 1:1)

During the Age of the Patriarchs, God had a general law for all mankind
even as it is written of the great patriarch Abraham: "because Abraham
obeyed My vaice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes
and My laws" (Genesis 26:5).

Just as Abraham was blessed for obeying those laws, so the people of
Sodom and Gamorrah, during the same age, were cursed because of dis-
obedience (Genesis 13:13; 17:20; Jude 7). During that age God extended
his long suffering to people saying, “for the niquity of the Amorites is not
yet camplete” (Genesis 15:16).  Over four lundred years later that Gen-
tile nation, along with six others, was destroyed out of Canaan because of
idolatry and corruption (Deuteronamy 7:1; 9:4; 12:31), which they com-
mitted in violation of Patriarchacal laws.

The Gentiles such as the Amorites, Canaanites, Indians, Greeks, Chinese,
Isracl was given the law of Moses at Simai (Romans 3:1-2). The Patriar-
chical Age did not end for the Gentikes when Israe] received the baw at
Sinai. However, many of the laws codified for Israd at Sinai were a part
of the Patriarchical system. (Romans 2:14-16) Gentiles were kept under



80. Isaish 53:5-7 (700 B.C) - The prophet Isaiah predicted
Jesus, the Messiah, would suffer for whose transgressions?

81. I Corinthians 15:34 - Afler Chnst was crucfied and
rmried, when was he resurrected?

8. Mark 16:15-16 - What great comemission did Jesus give
to His followers?

STUDENT NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

83. I Peter 3:22 - Whese is Jesus now?

8. Revelation 1:5 (cf Rev. 17:14) - Jesus, the Lamb of God,
now occupies what position of authority?

"

yues ayj jo sbunt ey} 18A0 Jaju sy} {(p8
poo jo puey Jubu ayy 1y (€8
18} aeg (28 Aep pay syl (18 sinO (08 2uo Lieal (6
wawabpnp Jsuyn (82 Aep isef sy v (12
pesp ey} jie esiey (92 sAep unod (G2
ueles (v mwezerx J03Isuyg snser (g2
ajdiosip ,snsaf 8q 0} Aypiom jou ase sp (22
ajy 8y} pue yni ey Aem syl (L2 Aempeosq ayy (0
noA oun op UJS%} 8ABY pInom noA se S19J10 oun o¢j (69
SS3USNOBYLU Si pue pog) Jo uxopﬁug)g |yl (89
uonenquy Jeyns jiIm em ey (/9
|ueaeay ut premal JnoA stjeslo) (99 polly aq jieys Aayy (59
JeARy uepior ($9 uoulg ‘sepnp ‘sasop ‘sswer (€9
Jeyuedie) (zZ9
ssaulsng sJsyje Aw jnoge eq snuw | (19 weyajyieg (09
yjeep jo Jegj sy} woly sn aseejey
‘tAep ey Aonsep of
‘ajdoed s,pog) ey yssY ewersq a4 (65
s$SQID 8yl jo q;eaq ‘q;eeq 'UBW ‘1UBMSS (89
pog jo uuo4 (LG uids Aoy sy jo Jemod ayy Ag (95 sn (5H
wiH yBnouy; epew asem sBuy iiv (yS 18uie) 8y UM (€5
'SHIMSNY

INTRODUCTION TO FAITH

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Jim E. Waldron

© 2002
{Permission granted

to make multiple copies without changes)

AN

Introduction
To

Faith

BIBLE

CORRESPONDENCE
COURSE

¢ LESSONFOUR ¢




INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference

before writing the answers. Afier you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed.

))KLESSON \

FOUR {/ JESUS CHRIST

of Nazareth
Biod W

53. John 175 - Where was Jesus before the wordd was?

54, John 1:1-3 - What part did the Word (Jesus) have in creation?

S5. Genesis 1:26-27 - God said, "Let  make man" Observe
the plural pronouns for the Persons of the Godhead.

56. Luke 1:26-35 - How was Mary of Nazareth, a virgin, abke to
bear a child?

51. Philippians 2:5.7 - 'ﬂnssamnespalsd(}mstlwxsbeﬁxe
caming to earth as "being in the

58. Philippians 2:7-9 - This scripture tells us Jesus took the form

59.

67.

came mn the lkeness of'a
obedient unto ,  even

ofa
became

Hebrews 2:14-15 Name three reasons why Jesus became a
man. 5
,and

Luke 2:1-11 - Where was Jesus bom?

hkz:%—%mmmmdidmaa@
twehe make © his ecathly parens n the temple

Mark 6:1-3 - What occupation did Jesus follow until be was
307

.

Mark 63 - Name Jsus' four brothers.

Matthew 3:1317 - Jesus was baptized i the

Matthew 5:1-9 -What did Jesus say of those who are hungening
and thirsting for rightecusness?

Matthew 5:10-12 -What did Jesus say about those who are
perseauted for his sake?

I Thessalonians 3:1-4 - What had Paul told the Thessalonians
m advance about perseaution?

Matthew 6:28-33 - What does Jesus expect us to seek first in
this lie?

BCC4

69.

71.

74.

75.

76.

Matthew 7:12 - What is the golden nie of Jesus?

Matthew 7:13-14 - What kind of way leads to eternal destruc-
tion?

John 14:6 - Ifmvmldhveﬂmaaﬁy%ﬁnlm\ﬂﬂy}‘m
we ninist know Jesus is what?

Matthew 10:34-39 - What is true if we love cur parents more
than we love Jesus?

Acts 4:10-12 - What is the only name under heaven in which
there is salvation?

Lauke 13:10-17 - To wham did Jesus attribute lman suffx-
mg?

John 11:3344 - How lang had Lazarus been dead when Jesus
raised him?

John 5:28-29 - What will Jesus do at the end of time?

Jobn 640 - When will the righteous be  raised?

Note: There will not be 1000 years (365,000 days) between the
raising of the righteous and the wicked. Bath will be raised on
the last day at the same hour for judgement. (cf Joim 5:28-29;
6:44; Matthew 25:31-34, 46).

I Corinthians 5:10 - All of us will give an acoount of our own

deeds before the judgement seat of .For it is
apponted for men to die onog, but afler this the
" (Hebrews 9:27).

Hebrews 229 - When Jesus died an the cross, for wham did he
taste death?
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WHERE ARE THE DEAD?
By Perry Cotham

The chart that Bllows reveals the state of the dead.  Point mamber |
identifies the realm of this world where spirits live in a physical body.
Same in this ift are rightecus children of God, having been saved fram
past sis by an obedient futh m Chnst and through the grace of God
(Romans 6:16-18; Mark 16:16; Acts 16:25-34; 2:36-38; Eph. 2:8; 1
I 1.7; Rev. 1:5; Acts 22:16). Others, such as chikdren, are safe (Matt.
19:14). Sull others are lost in sin John 8:24; ¥ Pet. 2:2021). The fust
state of lamnan existence temnates in death, when the body goes to the
grave and the memoetal spint 0 Hades. Death is the door o the next
woekd

Point member 2 identifies Sheol (Hebrew) ar Hadkes (Greek), the abode
of all disembodied spinits. Here all souls are in a state of consciousness;
the nighteous are happy in Paradise and the wicked are miserable in Tar-
tarus. While in this infermeodiate state the uaman spirit is separated from
#s body. In Hades the "gulf"is fixed. This state comemencoes at death and
terminates with the resurrection. When the third state begins, at the seo-
ond caming of Christ, Hades will be destroyed (Rev. 20:14). (There is
no such place as Purgatory.)

Point number 3 identifies the day of final judgement (Matt. 25:31-36;
Ram 14:12; Rev. 20:11-15). At that time all mankind will give an ac-
courtt of the deeds done in the body; judgement will be pronaunced, and
the exeaution of judgement will begin (cf Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 12:47-
48).

Point munber 4 identifies hell (Gr. Geherma), the efernal place of con-
dennation for all the wicked (Matt. 25:41,46; II Thess. 1:9; Mark 9:44-
48; 12:40; Rev. 21:8). No one is anmihilated after the judeement. The
"etemal" (Gr. aiorios) e of the righteous in heaven will be endless; ke~
wise, the "eternal” punishiment of the wicked in hell will be endless.

Point mmmber 5 identifies heaven, the etermal hame of the nghteous
(Rev. 2111 through 22:5; of. 7:13-17; John 14:1-3; | Pet. 1:4). There the
mhabitants will live in perfoct peace and never grow old, for in God's
presence there is "fullness of joy" and "pleasures for cvermore” (Ps.
16:11).

Y

f LESSONQ%\ .

j

FIVE { AUTHORITY IN RELIGION

85. Matthew 28:18-20 - To whom has God given all authority?

85. I Timothy 3:16-17 - Why is His word the only authority we need in
our fath and practice?

87 Galstians 1:6-9 - What happens t men or angels who pervert His
word?

8 Matthew 7:21-23 - What will the Lord say to those who do not do
the Father's will?

89 Madthew 159 - How is # possible o warship the true God in vain?

90. I Peter 1:18-19 - Christ redeemed us by His blood from a vain life
received by from our fthers,

91. Mark 79 - Yet, some men will reject the commandment of God in
order that they may keep their

92 Matthew 15:13-14 - Jesus said, every plant which my heavenly Fa-
ther has not planted will be , and if the blind lead the blind

will fall ingo the diich.
9. Matthew 24:24 - Jesus told his disciples fake and false
would anise.

o Matthew 7:1S - Jesus said beware of false prophets who come in
— dclothing

9. 1T Corinthians 11:13-14 - The Holy Spirit alo wamed of false

95, 11 Peter 2:1 - Peter wamed: as there were false prophets among the

andient people there will be false among You.

BCCS

7. Deuteronomy 4:2, 1232 Provabs 30:6; Revelation
22:18-19 - What two things must men not do acoarding to these
scriptures?

B. Il John 9-11 - If a person does not ahide in the teaching of Chrigt,
whom will he be withoug?

9. I Peter 411 - "F anyone speaks let him speak as the

INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference
before writing the answers. After you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed




COMPANY OF ANGELS
HEBREWS 12:22

SPIRITS OF JUST MEN
MADE PERFECT
HEBREWS 12:23

" THE CHURCH
HEBREWS 12:23

f ha
w E
MATTHEW 8:11
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INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference
before writing the answers. After you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed.

‘/ LESSON\ ' THE KINGDOM
\ SIX ( Part1
100, Isaiah 2:24 - The prophet Isaish about 750 B.C. foretold that the
Lord's house into which men of all nations were to flow would be es-
tablished in the dys

101, Hebrews 1:1-2 - The Holy Spirit revealed the last days spaken of by
Isaiah, as that of the Christ, for He said, God "has in these
spoken to us by His Son™.

102, Acts 1:1-3 - Afler Christ was raised fiom the dead on a Sunday mom-
ing (April 9, 30 AD)¥, I-hmmnedmthﬁem days
and spoke to them about the

*AD. 30 is used (instead of 33) because Dionysus Exigas (sixth
century, AD.), a monk, who lay down the basis for the calendar,

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108

109.

110.

1138

112,

riissed the date of Christ’s birth by about four vears. Jesus was abat
33 172 when he was crucified on what historians ol us was April 7,
30AD.

Arts 1:9-11 - How did Christ return to hegven?

Hebrews &1 - When Chnist refurned to heaven, where did he sit?

Daniel 7:13-14 - Daniel about 550 B.C. was given a prophetic vision
of the asoension of Jesus back o heaven, which took place ten days
prior to Pengecost A D, 30, whese He was given dominion, glosy and
a

Acts 1:23-26 (30 AD.) - Who was chosen as one of the twelve apos-
thes to replace the traitoe, Judas?

Acts 2:1-4 (30 AD)) - On the Jewish feast day, Pensecost, which oo~
azred &0 days affer Jesus’ ascension, what came on the twelve apos-
tes?

Acts 248 - What were the apostles emnabled o0 do?

MNote these were real languages spoken with understanding 1o real
people, oot a babel of nonsense ).

Acts 2:14-17 - Peter identified Pentecost with the last days quoting
God, who had said, by Joel, "in the last days I will pour out of My
on all fiesh "

Daniel 2:40-44 - Daniel about 600 B.C. prophesied of four great em-
pires in the region of the Mediterranean to suooeed ane another. The
fourth ane, described as being like iron and day, was the Roman em-
pire 27BCw0476 AD). What did Danie say God would establish
during the reign of the Roman kings?

Psalm 110:1-2 - Where did the eternal Father about 1000 BC. say
the Messah that is the Chnst, would st and nuk?

Psalm 132:11 (1000 B.C.) - What did God promise to David about
1000BC?

BCCo

113, Acts 2:30-36 (30 AD) - When did Peter apply the prophecies of
Psalms 110 & 132 inorder to show Jesus. as Son of God and the Son of
David, was the Ruler and the Chinist exalted to the Father's right handg?

Note: For Jesus o be on the throne of God was for Him to be on the
throne of David (Luke 1:32) for Davids throne over Israe] was in truth
God's thrane (See 1 Cluonickss 28:5, 29:23).

114, Masthew 3:1-2 - What was John, about 26 A D, preaching sbowt the
kingdom
115, Mark 1:14-15 - What did Chuist, abouet thiee years before Parsieoost,

begin to preach conoerning the kingdom?

116. Matthew 6:10 27 AD.) - Pricr to Pemecost what were the disciples
taught & pray concerning the kingdom:

117, Ladee 9:27 - Chinst, about 2 year (29 AD.) before His death prommssed
His disciples, some standing here "shall not i
they see the kingdom of God "

THE KINGDOM THAT CANNOT BE SHAKEN
Hebrews 12:18-28

The church of Christ is God's kingdom on planet Earth. The inspired
writer of the Hebrew letter tells us in 12:28 that first century Chris-
tians had not come to a physical mountain (that is, one which could be
touched) like old Sinai, but had "...come to Mount Zion and to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable com-
pany of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first born
who are registered in heaven, to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of
just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant ...."
Then He said: "...therefore since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God ac-
ceptably with reverence and godly fear...."

The chart on the following page shows how people *...come from east
and west and sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom
of heaven," that is, with the spirits of just men made perfect (Hebrews
12:23). When we come into the church of Christ we also come into
fellowship with God, Christ, and with innumerable hosts of angels.



Spirit came on the apostles and under His influence they
began the kingdom of God on this earth with about 3000
“charter” members the first day (Acts 2). You, oo, can
be a citizen of this great spiritual empire.

Even though the Bible plainly declares that the dis-
ciples of Christ of the first century were added to the
kingdom (Colossians 1:13; cf, Hebrew 12:28; Revela-
tion 1:9), during recent years as western society has de-
clined in morality and the older denominations have be-
gun to disappear, there have been renewed efforts to
pump life into that old doctrine of the devil called pre-
millennialism. This term is made up of three parts:
“pre” meaning before, “millennial” meaning 1,000
years, and “ism” referring o the doctrine that Christ’s
kingdom has not been set up, but will be set up in the
future on this earth for 1,000 years. In fact, virtually
every sound out of modern (fleshly) Israel in the Middle
East is exploited on some TV progams or in some new
tract or pamphlet by premillennialists to say that some
prophecy is being fulfilled. Yet, this one thing they are
ignorant of, God has cast out fleshly Israel (Galatians
4:28-31), though they can be grafted into the Spiritual
nation of Israel if they do not continue in unbelief
(Romans 11:1, 5, 23, 26; Galatians 3:26-29).

The thousand year reign named in Revelation 20:1-
8 is not literal, but is a symbol of the long period of time
that faithful disciples reign in life with Christ (Romans
5:17) from the end of the apostolic age (A.D. 98) until
just prior to his second coming. From that time disciples
have been and are being raised up (Ephesians 2:5-6; Co-
lossians 2:12; 6:3-4) in place of those who suffered and/
or died under the beast-like (Revelation 13:1-2) govern-
ment of Rome which flourished from 64-98 AD. This
“resurrection” (Rev. 20:5) of souls (lives) of fallen saints
in the lives of new disciples is like John the Baptist be-
ing raised up in place of Elijah (Malachi 4:5; Matthew
11:14; Mark 9:11-13; Luke 1:17).
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INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference
before writing the answers. After you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed.

[]
s

\t : LESSON ; /
N} seven ( £ THE KINGDOM
F Part Two

118,  Matthew 16:13-19 - What keys were promised to Peter about a year
before Pentecost?

119. Mark 9:1 - About one year (29 AD.) before Pentecost Jesus promised
that the kingdom would come in the 1ife time of same of the aposties
with what?

120.  Acts 1:8 - Jesus, immediately prior to His ascension and just ten days
before Pentecost (30 AD), promisad the aposties, "You will receive
power when the has cone upon you

121, Acts 214 (30 AD) - When did the Holy Spirit come with power?

122, Acts 2:33-35 - Christ began His reign on Pentecost for Peter affirmed
Jesus was exalted to the Father's right hand until what was acoonr

plished?

123.

124.

125.

126.

127,

128

129.

130.

131

132

133.

I Corinthians 15:24-26 - Concemning the general resurrection the
Holy Spirit revealed, "then comnes the end, when (Chiist) delivers

to God the Father ... For He musst reign till He
has put all enemies under His fet, the Iast encmry that will be de-
stroyed is A

Acts 2:36-37 - When the Jews were informed that they had ldlfled the
Chuist and that he was raised, what did they ak?

Acts 2:38 - Name the two cornmands given by Peter and the two
blessings promised? (1) @
&) @

Acts 2:38-41 - How many Jews, in Jerusalem on Pentocost 30 AD,,
Iefl hadaism and became members of Chiists one etemal kingdom,

Joha 3:1-5 - In order to enter the kingdom of God those 3000 were
bom again of andthe .

Matthew 25:34 - "Kingdom" in the New Testament sometimes ap-
plies 1o the eternal home of God's people (heaven) as in this scripaure
where Jesis says “Come the kingdom peepared for you
from the foundation of the wordd™ (f I Timothy 4:16; 1T Peter 1:11).

Colossians 1:12-13 - Kingdom of heaven (used only by Matthew)
and kingdom of God (Mark 9:1, Take 9:27, John 3:5) most ofien
apply o that universal nation of God's people (founded on Pertecost)
info which all Chrstians (ke the Colossians) hawe been

Acts 8:12 - Afier Penteoost what two things did Philip preach in Sa-
maria?

Acts 198 - Paul reasoned and persuaded about what in Ephesis?

Acts 20:25 - What did Paul say he had preached in Ephess?

Acts 2830-31 - What did Pamd prach in Rome?

BCC7

134, Acts 14:23; Romans 16:16 - When the apostles preached the name
of Christ and His kingdom in a diy, wha was establiched?

135. Revelation 1:9 - John affinned in the Revdation he vas in the
and patience of Jesus Christ

136. Ephesians 5:5 - The scriptures speak of the kingdom asbeonging ©
both and .

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
Jim E. Waldron

While Tiberius Caesar sat on the Imperial Throne of Rome
and while Pontius Pilate was serving as governor of the Jewish
state in Palestine, Jesus being about thirty years of age was im-
mersed (baptized) by John in the Jordan River (Luke 3:21; Mark
1:9). Immediately upon being baptized He went into the wilder-
ness and spent forty days and nights without food (Matt. 4) to
steel Himself against the weaknesses of human flesh (Matt.
26:41). While there He had a remarkable encounter with the god
of this world, Satan (II Cor. 4:4), who tempted Him to forget His
mission 10 save humanity, but Jesus routed the Tempter, not with
signs or new proclamations, but with the simple historical rec-
ord, the written word (Luke 4:1-13).

Upon his return to the populated regions in Palestine he
began to preach the good news of the empire of heaven, saying,
“Repent ye for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17).
Again it is written: “Now afier John (the one who had baptized
Jesus) was delivered up (to prison) Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of God saying, “The time is fulfilled and
the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye and believe in the gos-
pel” Mark 1:14-15KTV).

Thus Jesus announced that the time for fulfilling the king-
dom prophecies (cf. Daniel 2:44; 7:18; Isaiah 2:2-4) had come
and God’s mighty heavenly kingdom was at hand. In fact, it was
so near that Jesus, about two years later, told the apostles that
some of them would not die until they had seen “the kingdom of
God come with power” (Mark 9:1). Therefore just a little over
three years after Jesus began His ministry the kingdom of heaven
was established. This was accomplished shortly after Christ’s
ascension back to heaven, for on Pentecost (A.D. 30) the Holy



Pliny the younger, imperial legate of the Roman
province of Bithynia located in N.W. Asia Minor, wrote
to the Emperor Trajan with a description of the Chris-
tian's worship . “They were in the habit of meeting on a
certain fixed day before sunrise and reciting an antipho-
nal hymn to Christ as God, and binding themselves with
an oath not to commit any crime, but to abstain from all
acts of theft, robbery and adultery, from breaches of faith,
from repudiating a trust when called upon to honor it.
After this, it was their custom to separate, and then meet
again to partake of food, but food of an ordinary and in-
nocent kind” (From Jesus and Christian Origins Outside
the New Testament, by F.F. Bruce, Eerdman Publishers).

About 52 A.D, Thallus, a freedman of Tiberius,
wrote a history of the Eastern Mediterranean world from
the Trojan War to his day. His history disappeared but
was known by Julius Africanus. Julius Africanus de-
scribes the earthquake and the preternatural darkness
which accompanied the crucifixion of Christ, and says
that Thallus in Book three explained the darkness as an
eclipse of the sun. (He also points out that this explana-
tion was unacceptable because Jesus was crucified at full
moon when no eclipse of the sun is possible) (Jesus and
Christian Origins Outside the New Testament, F.F.
Bruce).

Josephus, the Jewish historian, speaks of Jesus be-
ing condemned to the cross by Pilate and that “the tribe
of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this
day” (Antiquities of the Jews, 18:3, 3). Josephus further
speaks of James, the brother of Jesus who is called the
Christ (Antiquities of the Jews, 20:9, 1).

DAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAALAAMAAAALAAALALAAALAL

f
“God is spirit and those who worship him
‘must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
John 4:24
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INSTRUCTIONS

~ Please read the question and the reference
before writing the answers. Afier you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed.

aESSON -

\} EIGHT ( LOCAL CHURCHES OF CHRIST

137. M Timothy 1:13 - Tobe the church of Christ, we rust "hold fast” or
"maingain” the of sound words.

138 Acts 2:42 - In what teaching did the eady clamch comtimue?

139. Ephesians 1:22-23 - Who is the head of the dmich of Christ?

140. Acts 14:23 - weze appainged 0 oversee local congre-
gations.
141. Acts 20:28 - What are elders called in this text?

142, Titus 159 Name some qualifications of elders

143.

144,

145.

146,

147.

148.

149

150.

151

152.

153.

154,

155.

156.

Philippians 1:1 - Servanis of the durch, listed here with the bishops
or elders, are called

UNITY
Matthew 16:18 - How many dunches did Jesus found?
Colosdans 1:38, 24 - What is the body of Chnist?

Ephesians 4:34 - How many bodies are there?

¥ Corinthisng 12:20 - There are many members of the dhurch, it

how many bodies? What are the members called (Acts

11:26)

John 17:20,21 - Jesus prayed for His fllowers, "That they may all be
5 Wiy?

¥ Corinthisng 1:10-13 - What did Paul say conoaming divisions o
enpsmnations?

CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP

Ezeldel 44:23 - God expects his people © know the difference be-
tween what?

Acts 20:7 - Why did the churrch at Troas assemible on the first day of
the week? What are Christians commanded
not o do? (Heb. 10:25-31

I Corinthisns 11:23-26 - What two parts form the Lord's Supper?

Acts 20:7 - What did Pal do when the dumch assembled

1 Corinthisns 14:3¢ - Who nust not preach befire the assembly?

Colossians 3;16 - What kind of nusic was authorized without instru-
mends?

Hebrews 13:15 - With what are we to praise God?

BCC38

157. Eplmms&m We are alo w0 make melody in ar
totheLord "

158. 1 Timothy 2:1-5 - What dse should Chnstians do in worship?

159, I Corimthians 162 - When are Chngians © give?

160. E Corinthians 9:6-7 - Give two words that describe a Chiistian's
ving?

List the five acts of Christian wosship:

1. 1Corinthians 10:16
2 @i Timothy 4:2
3 Hebrews2ii2

4. Acts4:31

5 Luke6:38

SECULAR HISTORIANS

WROTE ABOUT JESUS
Compiled by Thomas E. Eaves, Sr.

The Roman author Suetonius (around A.D. 120) compiled
biographies of the first twelve Roman emperors [Julius Caesar
(died B.C.44) through Domitian (died A.D. 96)]. Writing about
the emperor Claudius (A.D. 41-54) he stated “Because the Jews
at Rome caused continuous disturbances at the instigation of
Chrestus, (Chrestus, a common slave-name, was a popular mis-
spelling of the name of Christ) he expelled them from the
city” (Claudius 25:4) A Biblical account of this event is recorded
by the physician Luke, “...He found a certain Jew named Aquila,
a man of Pontus by race, lately come from Italy, with his wife
Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart
from Rome” (Acts 18:2).

Tacitus in his Roman Annals (written between 115 and 117
A.D.) spoke of the Christians. “They got their name from Christ,
who was executed by sentence of the Procurator Pontius Pilate in
the reign of Tiberius” (Tacitus, Annals, XV. 44) (Over)



List the six steps to eternal salvation.

1. John 6:44-45

2. Acts 16:31

3 Acts 319

4. Matthew 10:32

8 Mark 16:15-16

6. Revelation 2:10
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“How sweet are Your words to my taste,
Sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through Your precepts I get understanding;
Therefore I hate every false way.
Your word is a lamp to my feet,

And a light to my path.”

Psalm 119:103-105 (NKJV)

AADAAAALAAALLAAAAAALAAAALAAALA
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INSTRUCTIONS

Please read the question and the reference

before writing the answers. After you have finished, go
to the back page to check your answers. When you are
satisfied that you understand the lesson, mail it to the ad-
dress below and the next lesson will be sent to you along
with the one you have just completed.

Y

(LESSON
\) NINE

w/ THE REALITY OF SIN

7. \
Biined Nt A

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

IJohn 3:4 - Whatissin?

IJohn 5:17 - "All issm.”

Romans 3:23 - What have all done to come short of God's glory?

Romans 6:23 - "The wages of sinis

Expekciel 18:1-4; 19-20 - What did God say about a son inheriting his
father's sin or guilt?

Matthew 18:3 - To enter the kingdom one nwst become as

Matthew 15:19 - Where does evil arise in man?

168.

169,

170

171

172

173.

174.

175.

176.

177,

178.

1P

Genesis 8:21 - "Man's heart is evil from his , not from
his conception o his infancy.

I Corinthizns 6:9-10 - List soine gns that will keep men ot of
heaven.

Matthew 5:27-28 Jesus said, "Whoever looks at a woman o fust fr
her has already committed .

Fphesians 4:29 - The Holy Spirit says "Let no
proceed out of your mouth. "

Matthew 24:45-51 What did Jesus say would happen © a discple
who would eat and drink with drunkards?

Revelation 21:8 - What is going to happen o unbelievers, nmsderers,
fornicators, idolaters and afl Hars?

I Peter 3:9 - What does God desire for man?

Luke 19:10 - Why did the Son of man (Jesiss), come to this workd?

THE PLAN OF SALVATION

John 3:1-5 - Jesus said, " unless one is bom of water and the Spirit he

Hebrews 11:6 - Why is faith important?

Galatians 5:6 - What kind of faith justifies?

I Peter 1:23-25 - What is the sed of the new birth?

BCC9

180.

181

182

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188

189.

190,

191

192,

193.

Romansg 10:17 - "So then faith cones by and hearing by
the of God."

James 2:17-26 - Why wont hith alone jusify?

Johm 8:24 - What will happen if we do not believe Jesis is the
Chaoist?

Eadee 13:1-5 - What must men do besides beliene?

Acts 2620 - Name two things rperance roquirs

Agts 17:30-31 - Why must men reperd?

Romans 10:9-1¢ - Whz must man do with his mouth?

Lake 1:31-32; Matthew 3:17; Johm 1:3449; Matthew 16:16;
Acls 837 - What was oonfessed i thess  verses?

Acts 22:16 - What was Paul told afler he believed and repented?

Romans 6:34 - What is the fum of Bible baptism?

Galatians 3:26-27 - Baptisn pufs one o

Colossians 2:12 - Shows that our baptism is a pictire of Jesus’ burial

and resumection for we ae " with Him in baplism, in

which weare also with Him."

Acts 8:26-39 - Why did the Furaich go on his way
icing?

Acts 162534 - The beptism of the Jailor a
shows the urgency of ane’s obedience
to the gospel.
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Acts 2:1-4
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Matt. 3:11; Acts 2:33; 11:17

A.D.60

Acts 10:44-46; 11:15, 18

HOLY SPIRIT BY APOSTLES' HANDS (NINE GIFTS)
Acts 8:18; 19:6; | Cor. 12:4-10 Ended A.D. 98
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Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:32; Eph, 5:18; Gal. 3:14; | cor. 6:19-20

INTRODUCTION TO FAITH

BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Jim E. Waldron

© 2002
(Penmission granted
to make multiple copies without changes)

B

auwieU s,pI0T 8y} Ul wiay} 18alb Jou
asnoy Jno Oju] Way} aAlasal jou oq (002
abpnp Jusdey (661
Wway} ploAe pue wauyj jo sjou axe) (861
uis jo uew ay} Jo asu ay sy (/61
SI189SJ9A0 10 SI8p|e ay} wol (961
SPOO} UIBUad WOy} ulejsqe o)
Buipuewiwos pue Auew o} Buippiqio4 (61
uitey ay woy pedaq (v61

Introduction
To

Faith

BIBLE

CORRESPONDENCE
COURSE

¢ LESSONTEN e

-SHIMSNY




INSTRUCTIONS > ffmssm N n
- Please read the question and the refer- \ TEN / THE APOSTASY E~ ' >
ence before writing the answers. After you have fin- 7 LoN 8 ¢ Tl “v
ished, go to the back page to check your answers. i Sty v& Sgt & R C“"“""‘“‘“’[‘@g
When you are satisfied that you understand the lesson, 194, I Timothy 4:1-2 - What did Paul say would happen t some in Iater m % =R
mail it to the address below and the next lesson will be times? O = § g g
sent to you along with the one you have just finished. ‘ . : ‘ Py g g
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2 We musst "visit arphans, and the widows i their trouble” (James
1:27), and we must also remember such in o prayers. (£ Psalms
146:9, Dauteronomy 10:18)

3. Letus pray for the sick and sdfering (James 5:13).
PRAY FOR FORGIVENESS:

In doing this we mmust hold up a giving heast before the Lord. Jesus
said, I you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
frgive you, but if you do not fegive men their trespasses, neither will
your Father frgive your trespasses” (Viatthew 6:14-13).

1. The Holy Spirit tells us "I we confess aur sins, He is fithiid and just
o Srgive us qur sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness™ (I Joha
1:9).

2. Weare told “oonfess your trespasses (0 one an other and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective fervent prayer of a right-
eous man avails much” (James 5:16),

PRAY FOR DELIVERANCE FROM THE EVIL ONE:

God loves and proscss His people, but He allows them o be tesied. Asit
is written, “my son do not despise the chasiening of the Lord, nor be dis-
couraged when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He
chastens, and soourges every son whom he receives” (Hebrews 12:5-6).
See the example of Abraham (Genesis 22:1-19) and Job, of whom it is
written, you have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end in-
tended by the Lord - that the Lord is very compassionate and merci-
fill" (James 5:11, See also Job 1:8-12, 2:4-10, 23:10).

ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOVEREIGNTY AND GLORY
OF THE FATHER:

Jesus said to the Father, for Yours is the kingdom, and the power and the
glory forever” (Matthew 6:13). Again it is written, “to Him be glory ...
throughout all ages, world without end” (Ephesians 3:21).  The living
creatures (seraphim) of the Revedation and the twenty-four elders repre-
senting the saints of the Old and New Testaments do not rest day ar night
saying: "You are worthy, O Lord ®0 recsive glory and honor and
power” (Revelation 4:11). In our prayers we should praise the Father by
ascribing to Him now such wonderfil wonds,

PRAY INJESUS NAME:

As noted above cur prayers are to be lifled to the Father through our high
pricst, Jesus. As it is written: “Secing then that we have a great High
Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us

hold fast cur confession.  For we do not have a High Pries who cannot
sympathize with our wealonesses, b was in all poings tempied as we are,
yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mescy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews
4:14-16). Shoetly before our Lord retumed © heaven (as noted above)
He toid the disciples concerming prayer, “in that day you will ask in My
name” (John 1626). In the govemments of men one approaches a rep-
resentative before he can see the president or pome minister. Bveninthe
villages of trbal people they observe 2 protoodd r one o speak o the
village head How muich more ougle we © respect e cternal Creator's
Son as cur infercessor. The remembrance of the Savior as our mediator
can be at the beginming or ending of the prayes, bt et us not Bl o ac-
knowledge Him.
SAY: "AMEN'":
This word is from the Hebrew with a root meaning of “oonfirm”. &
means & confinm the truth or assent o it The general sense being "o ket
itbe”, "guly’ or "indeed”. Tn the New Testamend the apostie Paul shows
an expeciation of the congregation saying "amen” at the public giving of
thanks (I Corinthians 14:16).

CONCLUSION
MEMORIZE THE TEN POINTS IN THE QOUTLINE.

IMPORTANT POINTS TO NOTICE ABOUT PUBLIC
PRAYER

1. The model prayer was brief
2 Oue should not use prayer as a time to preach.
3. One should speak loud encugh to be heard by afl

Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version,

Tract: THE MODEL PRAYER
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THE MODEL PRAYER
Jim E. Waldron

INTRODUCTION

In the early days of our Lord's preaching work He gave a model prayer o His
disciples. He said, "In this manmer, therefore pray. Our Father in heaven, hal-
lowed be Your namme. Your kingdom come. Your will bedoneonearth asitisin
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debis, as we fagihe
our debtors, and do not lead us into tempiation, but deliver us from the evil one.
For Youns is the kingdom and the power and the glory frever. Amen” (Matt
6:9-13).

L GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

1. Observe, this prayer was a modedl for His followers before His death
and resurection. Matthew tells us that the Lord sad, "In this moanner,
therefore peay.” On another oocasion Luke tefls us that the Lord said,
"When you pray say...," then the prayer fllowed (ulke 11:1-4). Just
before the Lond uitered the prayer in Matthew He wamed in 6.7
against “vain repetitions." The Lord was not giving a prayer for oon-
tinuous recitation over and over, but as a model.

2. Please notice also, the prayer was given before Penecost (See Acts 2),
thuss they were told to pray for the kingdom to come. Later when the
kingdom was founded in Jerusalem on the first Pentecost affer Jesus
resurrection with about 3000 on the first day (Ads 2:3341), the time
had core to pray for the kingdom to spread all over the earth. Not too
long after Pentecost Philip, the evangelist, was at Samaria preaching
the kingdom and both men and women were being immersed into it
(Acts 8:12). At the time John wrote the Revelation be affirmed he was
*in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:9).

3. Again, the Lord closed the prayer in Matthew with "amen,” being
with them personally. [ ater as He spoke of the time He would be back
in heaven with the Father He said to His discipks, "In that day you
will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, [ say to you, whatever you ask
the Father in My name He will give you" (John 16:23); and again, “in
that day you will ask in My name..." (John 16:26). Now we send up
our prayess and petitions to the Father in the name of Jesus for He is
our mediator. Even as it is written, "for there is ane God and one me-
diator between God and men, the man Christ Jesss™ ([ Tim. 2:3). Itis
blasphemy to say that Mary is a mediatrix. Also, dergymen who ad-
dress their prayers directly to Jesus show an ignonoe of Christ's state-
ment that prayer was to be addressed to the Fagher in His name.

The example of Stephen in Acts 7:59 is not applicable o aur own prayess,
because the cirammsiances were very different, as Stephen was grarged a
personal view of the Lord Jesus standing at the throne.

Jesus is also our high priest (Hebrews 8:1). In Christ's kingdom there is no
clergy caste who must indercede for the people, for all are priests, evenas it
is written, “Jesus Christ ... has made us ... priests” (Revelation 1:6). That is,
in the church of Christ, which is Chaist’s kingrdom on this planet, we have
the priesthood of believers. It is again written, “you are a chosen generation,
aroyal priesthood ..." (I Peter 2:9). We are royal priests becaise we serve as
priests in His kingdom.  As such we may approach the throne of God di-
rectly through Jesus (Study Hebrews 4:14-16).

TEN SIMPLE POINT QUTLINE:

Agdress the Father.

Honor the Father's name,

Pray for the kingdom.

Pray for God's will tobe done on earth as it is in heaven.
Pray “give us this day aur daily bread ”

Pray for forgiveness.

Pray for deliverance from the evil one.
Adkmowledge the sovereigrty and glory of the Father.
Pray in Jesus name,

O Say, "Amen"

0PN B W N
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ADDRESS THE FATHER:

“Our Father in heaven.” He is our God and Lord and we may so address
Him (Acts 4:24); but He is more to the Christian. He is our heavenly Fa-
ther. We all have fleshly fathers and we have given them respect by calling
thern fither in the physical sense (Hebrews 4:9), but only the true and living
God is our spiritual Father, It is sinfill and ungodly for men o exalt o
themsedves the titke of father in a spiritual sense for it is written, "Do not call
anyone on caith your Father; for one is your Father, He who is in
heaven” (Matt. 23:9). Priests usurp God's title of “father” because of tradi-
tion, but the Lord Jesus said, "all too well you reject the commandment of
God, that you may keep your tradition” (Mark 7:9).

HONOR THE FATHER'S NAME:

“"Hallowed is your name." This word means to treat as holy. The seraphim
(special angels) around God's throne say, "holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al-
mighty,” day and night (Revelation 4:8, Isaiah 6:3). The Levites in the time
of Neherniah spoke of God saying, "blessed be Your glorious name, which
isexalted above afl blessing and praise” (Nehemiah 9:5-6).

Model

. PRAY FOR THE KINGDOM:

As noted in the introduction Christ's kingdom has come as He promised
in Mark 9:1 and fulfiled according o Adis 2:3341. The Holy Spirit
gave fimther confirmation of ifs existence in the first century through the
pen of the apostle Paul. He affirmed of himsedf and the Chrrisians in Co-
losse: God "has delivered us ot of daduess and translated us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love" (Colossians 1:13). We nmst now pray
for the kingdom to fill the earth for it is written, “Sincs we are reosiving a
kingdom which cannot be shaken, ket us have grace, by which we may
sexve God acoeptably with reverence and godly fear® (Hebrews 12:28).

L. Aswe pray for the kingdom we must send up "supplications, prayers,
frteroessions, and ... thanks” (I Timothy 2:1) on belalf of all men
There is a special need for such in cur time as there are 6.1 billion
people on our planst who need to know Jesus. Let us pray that the
good news of God's kingdom may oover the earth in o generation.
All men need o know the pure and unperverted gosped of our Lord
(See Galatians 1:6-9).

2 As Jesus commanded, "pray the Lord of harvest to send Iaboress into
the harvest” of souls (Matthew 9:37-38). For God "desires afl men to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4).

PRAY FOR GOD'S WILL, TO BE DONE ON EARTH AS
IT IS IN HEAVEN:

We musst pray for kings, presidents and prime ministers to do God's will
so, "that we may lead a quiet and peacesble lif in all godliness and rever-
ence” (I Timothy 2:2). We also st pray for God's will to be done in our
own fives. Our Master said of Himself, "for I have come down fiom
heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of Him who sent me" (John
6:38).

PRAY "GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD'":

We should not pray for riches, but for our needs as did the wise man who
said, “give me neither povesty nor riches lest I be fisll and deny You, and
say, who is the Lord or lest [ be poor and steal, and profime the name of
my God" (Proverbs 30:8-9). For "Godliness with contentment is great
gain .. wmmmmmmﬁnmmmmﬂammﬂ
umnmyﬁ)olﬁtaiﬂlmmﬁdhﬂswind:dmwnnmmd&mumam
pexdition” (f Timothy 6:6-9). Concerning material needs we st keep
on "giving thanks for aff things to God the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesuss Chist” (Ephesians 5:20).
1. While praying for our own needs ket us remember the lumgry in our
own courtry and those in lands stricken by famine, drought and war.




lous. In deed, the Christian is expected to so leamn Christ
through the word that he will be so filled (See again Gal. 4:19).
Paul in his letter to the Colossians shows in practical terms how
this is accomplished; "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom" (Col.3: 16). As was noted the Holy Spirit does
not literally or actually dwell in the body of the Christian, but
He dwells by means of His thoughts, His concepts, His wisdom,
which rules the mind and life of the saint by means of His word.

Whenever the indwelling of the Spirit of Ged in & Chris-
tian (Rom. 8:11) is explained to a new convert or anyone else
for that matter, it should not be so complicated as to render the
matter unintelligible or impractical to him or her. The scrip-
tures maintain that God (2 Cor. 6:16); Christ (2 Cor. 13:5) and
the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:11) live in His people. Yet, the crux of
the matter boils down to this practical question, how does the
Godhead work in those who have been sanctified? Now the
scriptures plainly say that He does so work, as Paul said to the
saints in Philippi, “for it is God who works in you both to will
and to do for His good pleasure™ (Phil. 2:13).

Is it by an illumination on the subconscious that comes
directly from the Spirit? Is it an inner feeling that is better felt
than told? Or is it by an internal nudge through some unknown
Divine operation? It is not! Because we are plainly told that the
man of God is made “complete” or perfect through the scrip-
tures and that they “thoroughly” equip him “for every good
work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Again we are told, that God by “His
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us to glory
and virtue (2 Peter 1:3). Seven times in the book of Revelation
the Lord Jesus says one should use his ears to hear the Holy
Spirit (Rev. 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22; ¢f, 13:9). And the scrip-
tures are very clear as to the manner in which God works in His
children. As it is written, “the word of God, which also effec-
tively works in you who believe” (I Thess. 2:13). The Greek
word in this reference for “works™ comes from the same word
from which we get the word “energy.” In other words God ener-
gizes in His people by means of His divine word. The “living
and powerful” (Heb. 4: 12) word of God in a believing active
Christian is like uranium energizing in a nuclear reactor.

To repeat, it is not a literal indwelling, nor is it an actual
indwelling in conjunction with the word, but it is by means of
the word, which, as noted, is the instrument of the Spirit's op-
eration on the mind of man. The understanding and acceptance
of this fact brings an overwhelming reality to the mind of the
obedient believer that the Holy Spinit so rules his life, through
the all powerful word that he (the believer) “may be filled with
all the fullness of God™ (Eph. 3:19).

This begins when a sinner is sanctified by the blood of Christ at the
time he obeys the gospel (See John 17:17, Acts 3:19, I Cor. 6:11). This is
the reason the apostle Paul asked the saints at Corinth, "Do you not know
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have trom God ...?" (I Corinthians 6:19). It is certainly right to admonish
Christians young and old to keep their bodies pure because God dwells in
them as His temple, for Paul tells us “you were bought at a price, there-
fore glorify God in your body and your spirit which are God’s (1 Cor.
6:20).

As the scriptures speak of "our commen salvation" (Jude 3), even so
this indwelling of the Holy Spirit, through faith, (to repeat) is not miracu-
lous. It is the ordinary and common gift of God to all, who through faith
keep His word, even as Peter testified of "the Holy Spirit whom God has
given to those who obey Him" (Acts 5:32). Again Peter said to the mass
of people on Pentecost, "Repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit* (Acts 2:38). Observe in this text the receipt of
the gift of the Holy Spirit was contingent upon the hearers obeying the
primary steps of faith, which was not the case with the apostles (Acts 2:1-
4), nor the houschold of Comelius (Acts 10:44-48). .

Thus the Holy Spirit today lives in the obedient child of God by
means of the word of faith which has been preached to us (I Peter 1:22-
25). Do you desire (cf. Luke 11:13) the Holy Spirit to work in your life,
then read His word, believe it, obey it and keep on obeying it. To use a
term from I[saiah be “willing and obedient™ (Isa. 1:19), then the Spirit by
means of His word will live in you and effectively work in you (I Thess.
2:13). It will be like a fire in your bones, as it is written, "is not My word
like a fire? Says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in
pieces?” (Jer. 23:29; cf. 20:9). "*The Greek text has "dia tes pisteos,"
"through the faith."
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GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE HOLY SPIRIT UNDER
CHRIST'S RULE HAS BEEN
GIVEN IN THREE WAYS:

L THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Just ten days after His ascension back to
heaven, Jesus, on Pentecost (A.D. 30), from the
right hand of the Father's throne, personally sent
down the Holy Spirit on the twelve, as Peter aft
firmed that day, "He (Jesus) poured out this
which you now see and hear" (Acts 2:33). This
was not to make them His apostles, for He had
done that already (Luke 6:13). It was in order
for the Holy Spirit to teach them, "all things" of
God,; to bring to their "remembrance all things,"
which Christ had said to them (John 14:26); to
"guide them into all truth® (John 16:13); and to
provide them "power" (Acts 1:8). Through which
power, they were to do many “signs and won-
ders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Spirit" to confirm the word of God (Hebrews
2:3-4, cf. Mark 16:17-20). This was the baptism
of the twelve in the Holy Spirit, which Christ
had promised to them (Acts 1:4-5). Not all the
120 spoken of in Acts 1:15 were baptized in the
Holy Spirit, but only the apostles, as the reading
of Acts 1:26, 2:1, 2:14, 37, 42, 43 shows. When
the twelve received the power from on high they
did not string together a babel of non-sense or
spout a few Hebrew words in vain repetition as
those who claim the power of Pentecost do to-
day. The apostles spoke real tongues, or lan-
guages, of real people, even as those who heard
that day affirmed, "we hear, each in our own
language in which we were born" (Acts 2:8).

According to the inspired record, baptism
of the Holy Spirit occurred only one other time
and that was about ten years later on the first
Gentile converts in the house of Comelius at
Caesarea (Acts 10:44-48). It was not to make
them apostles, nor did they receive this special
gift in order to guide them into all truth. That,
as noted, had been promised to the apostles; but
these Gentiles did have in a miraculous manner
“the gift of the Holy Spirit ... poured out on
(them) also” (Acts 10:45), directly from the hand
of Christ Jesus. This was done in order to prove
to the Jews that the Gentiles, as well as they,
were to have the gospel.



Later the believing Jews at Jerusalem called upon Peter to give an
account of his conduct in Caesarea. As the record shows (Acts 11:1-18)
he gave an orderly and detailed description of the events, which had lead
up to his decision to command baptism in water for the Gentiles at Cor-
nelius' house (See Acts 10:47-48). Not only this, but Peter did not indi-
cate in any way that such a miraculous giff, of the Holy Spirit directly
from Jesus, was a common occurrence. In fact he did the opposite for he
had to go all the way back to Pentecost, approximately ten years before, to
find a like example. He said, "the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us
at the beginning” (Acts 11:15). He didn't say, as on us "last night," "last
week," “last month" or “last year® as many claim today.

On the day of Pentecost there had been two baptisms: (1) Holy
Spirit baptism on the twelve (Acts 2:1-8), and (2) the baptism of about
3000 (2:38-41) in water. This latter baptism was according to the author-
ity of Christ, as given in the great commission, even unto the end of the
world (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 8:36-38). Again there were two baptisms
at Cornelius' house according to Acts 10:47: Holy Spirit baptism and wa-
ter baptism. Yet, twenty years after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at
Caesarea, around A.D. 60, Paul affirmed by the Spirit Himself that there
was "one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5). Holy Spirit bap-
tism had ceased to be given by that date and it does not occur today.
There is now one baptism (that commanded in the great comunission), not
two.

IL THE HOLY SPIRIT BY THE APOSTLES' HANDS

The church at its beginning had only the Old Testament scriptures
(cf. Acts 17:11). When a congregation was begun it had no written ac-
count of Christ's life, the Acts or any of the twenty-one letters, which are
in our New Testament. Therefore, Jesus at the beginning, in a miraculous
way, set certain positions among the disciples to provide for the young
churches until they could have the faith and the knowledge of Him in uni-
fied form. As it is written, "He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors (elders), and teachers, for
the equipping of the saints, for the work of ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and
fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive" (Ephesians
4:11-14). Later some of these, such as evangelists (2 Timothy 4:1-5), eld-
ers (pastors) (I Titus 1:5-9), and teachers (2 Timothy 2:2) were set in the
churches by means of the word. Yet, as noted, at the first, such positions
in the early church were done in a miraculous manner by the Lord, until
the knowledge of Jesus, and the faith in unified form, could be given. The
Savior also arranged for the Holy Spirit to distribute certain miraculous
gifts among the disciples, as it is written, "there are diversities of gifts,
but the same Spirit" (I Corinthians 12:4).

There were nine of these gifts: (1) wisdom, (2) knowledge, (3)
faith, (4) healings, (5) miracles, (6) prophecy, (7) discerning of Spirits,
(8) various kinds of tongues or languages, and (9) the interpretation of
such tongues (I Corinthians 12:7-10). These were distributed among the
disciples in the first century by the Holy Spirit, not directly, but through
the apostles, for the record says, "Simon saw that through the laying on of
the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given..." (Acts 8:18). Simon had
seen Philip, the evangelist, perform miracles, wonders and signs (Acts
8:5-8), but he had not seen him impart what Peter called, "the gift of
God" (Acts 8:20), which produced such miraculous powers among the
first century Christians. Philip was able to perform miracles himself be-
cause the apostles had earlier laid their hands on him (Acts 6:5-6); but he
could not pass that power to others as the apostles did. The statement by
Luke, at the time of the apostles' arrival among the Samaritan disciples
concerning their receipt of the Holy Spirit: "For as yet He had fallen on
none of them” (Acts 8:16), shows they had received no miraculous mani-
festation of the Spirit prior to the apostles' arrival. We must note, Philip
and the other six brothers chosen with him to serve widow's tables in Je-
rusalem were men filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:3,5) before the apos-
tles laid hands on them, but it was not a miraculous gift of the Holy
Spirit. The miraculous manifestation of the Spirit came on the seven after
the aposties had laid their hands on them {Acts 6:6-8, cf. I Corinthians
12:7).

The sending of two apostles, Peter and John, to impart such spiri-
tual gifts among the disciples at Samaria after Philip had converted them,
illustrates the apostolic practice of providing rapid leadership for the new
congregations. Paul's inquiry about certain disciples receiving the Holy
Spirit at Ephesus, their “re"-baptism for the right purpose, and his subse-
quent imparting of the Holy Spirit to them (Acts 19:1-6), confirms this
practice of the apostles among the first century churches. These were
temporary gifts until the perfect gift: God's completed revelation to man,
could be given, that is, the unified form "of the faith and the knowledge of
the Son of God" (See again Eph. 4:11-14),

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth about A.D.57 speaking of this
complete or perfect gift: "whether there are prophecies, they will fail;
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it
will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But
when that which (not He who) is perfect has come, then that which is in
part will be done away" (I Corinthians 13:8-10). Daniel, in speaking of
the seventy weeks determined on the Jews, said one thing the Messiah
(Jesus) would do, was, "to seal up vision and prophecy" (Daniel 9:24).
This He did with the death of John (c. A. D. 98) and those upon whom
the apostles had laid hands. Zechariah had also foretold that God would
"cause the prophets and the unclean spirits to depart from the
land” (Zachariah 13:2). This took place with the close of the apostolic
age. Today there are no prophets of God (See Zacharish 13:3). The
masses don't have to depend on a part of God's word in this man and apart
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in that. Today all men may have God's complete (perfect) revelation, the
Holy Bible.

Since, the apostles were distributors of these nine miraculous gifts,
when they died and these on whom they had laid hands died also, the age
of miracles closed. We walk by faith, hearing the word of God and be-
lieving the signs that have been written (John 20:30-31). We are not a
wicked and adulterous generation that keeps on demanding signs
(Matthew 12:38-39) after God has confirmed His word and closed vision
and prophecy.

[II. THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH FAITH

The apostle Paul affirmed that "we are all sons of God through
*faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Chsist
have put on Christ" (Galatians 3:26-27); and it is through this same faith,
which we make our own by obedience, that we receive the promise of the
Spirit. As it is written, "that the blessings of Abraham might come upon
the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through *faith” (Galatians 3:14). Again as the same apostle speak-
ing of Jesus to the Ephesians said, "in whom also, having believed, you
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise” (Ephesians 1:13). Again
the apostle to the Gentiles told the Corinthians God “has sealed us and
given us the Spirit in our hearts as a deposit” (2 Cor. 1:22). The Holy
Spirit does not literally dwell in the Christian as demons used to invade
the bodies of certain individuals (Mark 1:23-26), but He dwells in the
heart of the Christian just as Christ does; that is, through faith. For it is
written, "that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith..." (Ephesians
3:17; cf. Romans 8:9-10). Again, Paul testified to the saints in Colosse of
"Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1: 27). He also spoke to the way-
ward Galatians of his travail "in birth again until Christ is formed in
you" (Gal. 4:19).

The word of God is the instrument of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17) to oper-
ate on the mind of man. For faith comes through hearing the word of
God (Romans 10:17). It is the word, which is "the power of God unto
salvation” (Rom.1: 16), and the medium for man's sanctification, as it is
written, even of the apostles, "sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is
truth” (John 17:17).

As noted earlier Philip, Stephen and the other five brothers who
were chosen to care for widow's tables in Jerusalem were "full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom" prior to the apostles laying hands on them (Acts
6:3-6). How was this possible? It was possible because they had ac-
cepted the word of faith and were continuing to be obedient to it (cf. Acts
2:38-42). That is, they were keeping the command which was later re-
corded in the letter to the Ephesians: "be filled with the Spirit" (Eph.
5:18). This latter text implicitly teaches that the children of God in gen-
eral were and are filled with the Spirit in a manner that is not miracu-



